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Sir: 



This responds to the February 17, 2004 OfQcc Action in the atx^ve^identlQcd arpplicaticm. Please 
amend the application as set out in d\e following Section I (Amendment of the Claims). Remnrlei 
addressing the substance of the Fetoary 17, 20Q4 Office Action are set out in Section n (Remarks) 



■ hereof, 
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The «rjection is traversed and reccmsiderfttion of the pataitability of the pending claims is requested 
in light of the following remarks. 

The present claims 3, 9-12, 16, 18, 22 and 23 have been amended herein to d^jend directly from 
independent ckhn 2, (by amendment made herein). Further, by consequence of such ainendxnent, 
the dependency of int^ening claims 13, 15, 17, l?-2i and 24-28 changed from independent claim 
I, (now canceled), to independent claim 2. As claim 2 was prospectively allowed if rewnttcn m 
independent form to include all of the limitations of its base claim, and as applicant has rewritten 
claim 2 m independent form to include all of the limitations of claim 1, claim 2 and all dependent 
and intervening claims ai* therefore prospectively allowable. 

On the basis of the amendment of claims 3, 9-l2, 16, 18, 22 and 23 to depend directly from 
prospectively allowed claim 2, appHcant respectftilly requests that the § 102(c) rejection of claims 3 , 
9 and 10-19 ov^ Li be withdrawn. 

Fee Payable for RiswrUlng of Claim Z in Independent pQrm 

In connection with the rewriting of claim 2 in independent form, no net addition of independent 
claims has been made beyond the number for which payment previously has been made. 
Accordingly, no added claims fee is due. If it nonetheless is determined that any additional fee or 
charge is payable in connectiOnwrfiTlie^aitry of this Amendment, please charge any deficiency to 
Deposit Account Numba- 50-0860 of Advanced Teclmology Matcnals, Inc. 

Sectiojtt OI- Conchision 

Based on the amendments made herein and the foregoing remarks, ckima 2-3, 9-38 and 76-79 are 
now in form and condition for allowance. The Examiner is fespectftilly requested to reconsider and 
allow all suoh claims, as herem amended. 

In the event that any issues remain outstanding, incident to the formal allownnce of this 
application, the Exammer is requested to contact the undersigned agent at (203) 739-1435 U> 
discuss Iheir resolution, so that this application may be passed to issue at an early date. 
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